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On July 7, 1 46, CaPUlirs VnllltunMorvtne * eommeftder oftke

U.S.S. "Cyan.•'· "ad U.S.8. 1tportlmouthU raised the p.mer104A

Ue9 0YGf the qustom-hou •• $t Monte.,., tht.lS formally takmq

po,••••• lon of CaUforllia for the UAlted S~te •• T1'1 oc~atton

wal ftt::bteved witnololt a ,1ft,1. lbot be1n; fired.

Prevto",. to therala1af of the Stat. a114 Stti,.1 1rt W.onterev;

tbomas OUv. Larkia w • aHQiIlted United Stat •• C'4lnlu1 for

tile Port of Monterey 1a CaUfornlA. LArkin.• A_ ~upon hi.

4•.•U•• Aprtl 2, 1844. .ad Mr'Vel1uDUl JUG. 23 I 1841. H. wo.

the onlV Uatted Stat •• Coaavl evee to aerve 1n C.utorma.

Larkin lN11t a ftaadso••• do. dw.Ulq in Monterey 10 1 35

which •• "ed •• the ccmaw.ta. Bfa was bom eft the e at 00."
&AdMlU to CaIUornia ill e Yank •• tntder. Tbe bom ".'91""

to the State of CalUOI'11ta fl. an auatorlC31 monument on Match 16,

1157. by Larkin'. oraaddau, , Mr •• AUe. Lark1a To\tl.mUJ.



OIl Oetow 11fl ••• , h •• tIlly of $tate, I."- IuchaaaA.

ta.~ Ualted. Stat •• Con.ut, Thoma. Olivet Larkla, to

enooura •• the SrMntah-ceUforntana to r •• lst Preachaad

Sa,Un c:wertur•• , ead lBUmatecl that allouldC.UfOfftla

d_ide to deolat. fl.,. lndeperuiaace from MexiCO tbat the

tlalted State. would render her Ita ltlttad office •• If

A\lVuft 15, lS(6. "The CaUfQratd," Urst .e.apapel" to be

JNbUahM tA CaUfomt•• _de 1t. initial ap,....aace •••

weekly at Mont•• y. Wal* Colton, wiD ea•• to MoM.,e,

e. ohaplatn Oft the ehip of OOmma••.• 8loat and we. Ml!tater.,·_

flrat Aloalde. and ltoNrt Semple, were the .owners.

Alcalde Welt.- eoltoa lmpa-.1e4 a. MGftW • ., tile fira' jury

v. ¢.alled to try. 1..-1. __ 1ft CaUfOl'8te Oft Sept•••••• 114••

TIle first poatoff1ce in CaUfomt& was ••• hi1.bed 1ft Moaterey,

Nov ber al, 184. t aad th offt" 1ft hn ftal\Giaco opened at

day or ~ leter.

~----------------------------------------------------------------------~
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n.. INbltcattOD 01 Pre.ideat Jame. • Polk'. aM"! ••••• ate

au1berlt1eated the reported 4tHOVery of told 1a Cal1fem1a on

[)eo•• b•. S# 1850. and gave impetus to the gold tush to 0.11••

fonUa. MOlt of the male population of MOJlwr-v left thetr

femtl1es ead ew•• t~n. ead rushed off 1n ttut U Gold ush. lit

General SeAM" fUlAJ,.rrt •• d t l;*4Dteroyto •• um. the

office of civil govern_ of Ca.t1fomta f uld. the 1utruct1oa.

of tM Secretary of War of the United tea. It w•• G neAll

ruley who lS,Ud hls tantO••.••proelamatlOft calltnt for a C.onaU-

tution, to be held in Monterey. SePtember 1, 1 49• The d81.-

.atea ••• mbled 1n Colton Hall blAmed for Aloal. Walt Coltoo,

wb<)hu11tUle tn.l11<1.taOl. That adobe two-1ItOtY .trueture il now

cdty OWJled Ilftd hoWl•• an b.tstortc.l ueeum.

'rite convenUoft cons1sted of fotty-etwbt delegat., end wa. pr.-

,1ded over by Or. RobertSempl.. The con tltutton dopted w••

~tt«ned mainly .fter thole of NewYork and Iowa. ~.1d. from
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the u.ual proviatcm for tile prot.CUOA of life end property. the

election of Stat. oflleial. nd u.. converUnt of le.alatur••

it fbtfld the boundrie. of Ih. State aM out1&wedllavery. tt w••

••,.ed b, all deU.tea Octobttt13, 1849.

MGnterey (::&unty wo. 0_ of the ftrat f)f Caltfomt.·. orlvtnal

COUftU •• , numbertntJ twenty-,.vea 1ft all. California w••

admitted to the UniOtl ft Sapt mbel' 9 f 1 50. when " •• tdeD,

M1ll$nl "tUmor signed. btU ado~ by the United Btat••

Senate Oil Augu t 13, by vote of thlrty-fout to eighteen. eQd

hy the Hotl •• of Repr••• ntaUws Oft Sept. ber 1 •

•••••
n.••,.forty-one old and historic :bvUdl.ngs atillIn ext.toe.

~DMOl'lterey. ettb4tt \lit" •• ho,... ••• bualae•• property.

Th<tState .f Call1orata ow:rta a.".. of ~ •• , the elty one, a,a«

•• History en4 '.rt Aa8OCJ. tieft own. two, ead the rem.tad« .f.
IWivatelv owned.



m_~d _weral Ume_ ta t)d articl., was orgaMae<! ill

1930. aad !~ted \lDder th«t I6w, Qf the StAteof C.U-

_ntem Januaryof 1931. In all th••• year., s11l0 the Itrat

•• .un, of. ,toup of J'tOm1neftt cutens of the Monter.,. P.-

10 .••18 lilt tile C",atom Sou••• tbe&, •• oelat1ol1'. pdmary o~Jec-

Uve M. been the " ••• rveUOn of tho •• remJMers of histortq

MGB_." the old Hohe .me. aJUtt1Plfl_at bul1dt1\". of

the Spent •• MtJ:dcaQ end American CeUfotnla. The A.$OG"'"

laUOR he. elso obtatnM Ulrou9h qlft•• "wolle •• &Ad 1oaa8.

ftumeroua artIcl" for axhtbtUon m PubU4 museum•• uoh ••

the Cueto. Sou.. .teve.SOft So.e" teCUlo buUcUa. _ first

'lhtr., ea. de Ora. aDdColtoa saU. It has taken an

.<:ttw part m •• pr•• amIOft tM people of Moat••• y dl•• a-

t! able value of their h.nte,.,Ad the importance of •.••• la£••

for .-~9..n••••UOa. of CaWoraiaas •• dGptect. uti.-

bent, u.o.. tn.placable reUo. of •• »,..a. 898wh!chembody

the state'. romanttchlstory.

~~--~-------------------------------------
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the A8aooJeUOa sponsored the Wlter!e Route throu;h lon-

tere". lndtcated en the .tre.t by a red 11ne, whld'l wben

followe., OVid•• u.. vI.ttor to IlSU tbe adobe. acd hI.tGrto

-"- aa 014 MoamIrey. " •••• 1tea are also mcueaWd wltb

Ht.torte mark._ al_ eteeted Oy the A.a.felton.

Mol'lteteyal .Is~ud of the uny ilFtrataU.e "4t her••

f1~.t Custom &U... fua' Theatre, flr.t Irick Hou •• , Itrwt

CO• .utuUoftal CmwenttOll, firat Am_caul aa. over the Cutom

HeN•• , w•• the ftr_ Captte! .f tb8 state. bad. th. fit•• anet .my
American ••.d Frueh eoa.ul •.••, {!Nt.aWI",.. aM fitst

priatll\9, ttr.t r.~" ,..ugloua aervlce ,ftrat tdal by jury,

flretAleel., fus' U~, 11f'., J'Oatofftce, flfltcow\ty eeat,

fltat .,.,vut, where Mam eoaM_Gft Arguello, daU;hter of

a pr.mJJumt •• 11'CalUOftllaa, was tM fits' W$mf!l'l1ft CaUforaSa

to enter nov:lUate. Sa we. the deuPtar of Don Jo•• AroueUo,

eomlDlladaate of hA FranoSaco Ul 1'06, anet toY.mot of C.lifGrata,

1814-184$.

-----------------------~~.------------------~~----------
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W. I. P. s.rtuU, ell bt.lllbJuA, withMltb.r w•• ltb ftOt

fame f ~ tbe flntEaoU.s,.akltl9 .CbOOl of lU.her

~tIotl •••• Be a_e end , •• 4 taUn, Greek I GentIan,

PreMh, 8paat." _ad lu...... .e .tarted Ids •••• 1 tA

Moll •• ,. ead later bu11t H••.• elt eon••• about tweaty-flve

mil•• away and neer SaJ.tua.

"ft'. f la Moater.", ~r. prowSof the faClt that the ctt,., w•• the

_pita! of the '.oWe _.tre Itom tileRock!. MolUttabaa to the

_., fro. the state elf Or..- to Maloo, froa17?6-la.9.

Ivery .veat of _' • ...,....0. Mtw ••• th••• per104. Noea

aad ead" 1ft Moa••• y.
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'tat~of QIalifnntia

GOVERNOR'S OFFICE

SACRAMENTO 95814

RONALD REAGAN
GOVERNOR

April 2, 1968
Mrs. Mayo 0 -,Donnell
336 Pacific
Monterey
California

Dear Mrs. O'Donnell:

Thank you so much for your very informative history
of Monterey. It was not only highly helpful but also quite in-
teresting. I had not realized that Monterey had such a history
of "firsts".

''\

/Thank you again for all your help. ,/
""""",./

cor4':ll;, '"__"'-/ ,// _

l?:L~ {l~~tr,--~
Mr • Zan Thompson \
eputy Director '

Commission of the Californias

ZT:rlt


